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Russian sources of the Adam Olearius' map?

Dr. Vladimir Gurkin

It was stated Adam Olearius who first made detailed map of the Volga river on the base of instrumental research. He is known to have measured latitude of many towns in the Volga area and the angles the course of the river. In fact, his map of the course of the Volga river first published in the second edition of Olearius travel differs from all known maps XVII – XVIII centuries in details. It’s this map that was among all famous cartographical atlases. 
But detailed comparison of the description Olearius travel with his map some distinctions open. For example, the grid on a map does not coincide with those in the text: the island Stariza on a map lays at latitude 54° 20 ', and in the text - 54° 31 ', latitude of Kazan in the text - 55°38 ', and on a map - 55° 28 ' etc.  
There are also some mysterious places in Olearius' book and map, which couldn’t have the simple explanation. In particularly, the Swiatski town is located on this map (and in text) on the left side of Volga, though in reality it is on the right. We could refer to it as a mistake if it was only for Olearius. A. Jenkinson and A. Massa’s early maps indicated Swiatski correctly on the right bank (photo 3, 4). However Swiatski is situated of the left bank of Volga according manuscript map unknown origin that is kept in the library of Uppsala university (photo 2). Furthermore this map isn’t copy of Olearius' map.

 It is interest to note Olearius wrote in his book that old town “Simberska gora” destroyed by Tamerlan is situated on the right on the current of Volga. At the same time on a map the image of city appears on the left bank of the river. The fact is Olearius did not see Simbirsk hill and used some unknown source: « we have left till the right from us two funny places, on which as said was towns; most distant of them refers to as a Simbirsk mountain. It’s said Tamerlan has destroyed them». The latter is curious who could tell about this destruction of Tatar town which took place almost two hundred forty years before? We could hardly believe that he had got this information from the Russian sailors, because he didn’t refer to. 
Comparative study of the Olearius' map with the map of the Volga river from the album of Swedish investigator Erick Palmquist (photo 5) show some small distinctions, which indicate to the common source. It is known, that after his voyage to Persia Olearius presented his map of the Volga river to Russian tsar Mikhail Romanov. This map may be the same as the map of Palmquist. But some questions remain. It’s interesting, that the map of Palmquist is more correct in some local names. For example, “Pagantzina” (Olearius) and “Pantzina” (Palmquist) is actually “Epanchino” – the old village near the right bank of the Kama river. So the Palmquist’s map couldn’t be copy the one of Olearius. It proves that the Russian prototypes of these maps of the Volga river existed. 
Could Olearius have some Russian land maps in his voyage? It’s possible. Olearius in the forward to his book mentioned some lands maps which he used. It’s important to note Olearius refers the distances between towns in miles, as it was accepted on the European maps, but also in Russian “verst”. 

We could suppose that one of these land maps was “Bolshoy Chertez” because some dates in text of Olearius and in the text of “Kniga Bolshomu Chertezu” are similar. So Olearius indicated the distance between Vasilgorod and Kozmodemjansk (40 verst), between Swiatski and Kazan (20 verst), between Kazan and Tetushi (120 verst), between Kazan and river Kama (60 verst) and some others places as in “Kniga Bolshomu Chertezu”.
Ivan Groznyy is known to have ordered a map of Kazan region in 1552. Vasiliy Tatischew said that he had seen a map consisting of 16 pages in Kazan archive. Unfortunately, this map did not survive. 
Many manuscript maps existed in Moscow state at XVI – XVII centuries but large part of them was destroyed in the following times. The map of Olearius was published in many copies and so remained, but his manuscript maps also were lost in 1658, when his house near Gottorp was plundered by imperial soldiers.
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Photo 1 – The map of the Volga river of Olearius (fragment)
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Photo 2 – The map of the Volga river of  unknown author (fragment)
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Photo 3 – The map of the Volga river of Jenkinson (fragment)
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Photo 4 – The map of the Volga river of Massa (fragment)
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Photo 5 – The map of the Volga river of Palmquist (fragment)
